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Workshop: Environmentalism Across Social and
Cultural Contexts, June 27, 2025, Charles University

Environmentalism is a broad and contested category. Evolving in different periods from
different origins, environmental thinking (or: the bunch of things regarded as such) has taken
various forms and led to different directions. Many intervening ,,variables,” such as class, gender,
religion, language, country and place of origin and residence, professional backgrounds,
susceptibility to local (and global) cultural influence, personal philosophical, ethical, and aesthetic
commitments, political convictions, and particularist allegiances and interests, have shaped its
concrete appearances and expressions. This diversity of idioms often gets lost in heightened
dichotomies of political discussions or, conversely, searching for common grounds, but it always
remains in place. The workshop aims to discuss the dimension of diversity, versatility, and
singularity in expressions of environmentalism and related practice and thinking (which may
also embrace anti-environmentalist postures), particularly in relation to the following questions:

e What does it tell us about environmental relations and environmentalism in general?

e What does it mean for the possibility of mutual understanding, cooperation, and ultimately,
both global or local action?

Workshop details and schedule

Date and venue: Friday, June 27, 2025, 9:00, Department of the Middle East, Faculty of Arts,
Charles University, Celetna building, room 235

e The workshop will start with a keynote speech by Dr. Rosemary Hancock, Senior
Lecturer at the Institute for Ethics & Society at the University of Notre Dame,
Australia.'

e Subsequently, participants are invited to present any themes or aspects of their research
related to these questions within a timeframe of 15 minutes, and receive comments from
other participants of the workshop.

e In the afternoon, a peripatetic session through the Prague urban exterior (about 6 km)
will follow, with room for further discussions and the relation of the workshop’s themes to
concrete time spaces (further details will be provided in advance)

Schedule: 9:00 — 9:30: registration; 9:30 — 10:00: introduction and keynote speech; 10:00 — 12:00:
individual presentations; 12:00 — 14:00: lunch break (individually or collectively); 14:00 — 18:00:
peripatetic session through Prague semi-urban space

Registration: Please send a short CV with the presented theme title (if applicable) and a brief letter
of motivation (200 words) by May 30 to: jakub.kelacek@ff.cuni.cz

1 Suggested reading: Hancock, R. ,,‘Lived” Environmentalism: Lifestyle Politics or Nonreligious Worldview?“ JASR
37, no. 3 (2024): 274-296. https://doi.org/10.1558/jasr.26752
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